1. Introduction
1.1

Purpose

St. Johns County is 608 square miles in area and has a population of approximately 144,500.
Between 1990 and 2000 the county grew in population by nearly 47 percent, almost double
the growth rate of the entire state of Florida. This explosion of growth, particularly in
northwest St. Johns County, has created the need for area-wide infrastructure
improvements.
The purpose of the County Road (CR) 16A study is to provide St. Johns County with a
Preliminary Engineering Report that outlines the following:
•

Provide conceptual horizontal roadway geometrics for a multi-lane facility.

•

Determine probable areas where right-of-way (ROW) needs to be acquired.

•

Identify anticipated utility relocations or adjustments.

•

Provide a Traffic Study for opening, mid-year, and design-year traffic forecasts.

•

Provide a drainage study to analyze existing drainage conditions and facilities along the
corridor and to identify potential pond sites.

•

Prepare a Preliminary Engineering Report to determine preferred roadway alignment.

•

Perform a Phase 1 Environmenta l Site Assessment (AEROSTAR).

1.2 Project Description
The existing CR 16A is a two-lane rural roadway located in the northwest sector of St. Johns
County. The length of the project is approximately 7.0 miles, not including any leng ths on
intersecting cross-streets as may be necessary for proper storage len gths and turning
movem ents. The project limits are from State Road (SR) 13 on the west to SR 16 on the east.
The road is classified as a major collector with a posted speed limit of 55 miles per hour
(mph) for much of the corridor from CR 210 to SR 16. The existing ROW is 66 feet. Figure 1-1
is a map showing the project location.

1.3 Other Related Studies
A related study was performed in 2001 for St. Johns County to develop a long-range plan
called St. Johns Vision. The St. Johns Vision Strategic Plan was finalized in September of
2002. As part of the strategic plan, the land use and infrastructure plans would be developed
in some sectors of the county. The mobility recommendation for the Northwest Sector Plan,
which includes CR 16A, discourages CR 16A from becoming part of a regional arterial or
interstate n etwork system, instead serving as a m ajor collector for transporta tion needs in
the northwest sector . The typica l section presented in this study adheres to the future
functional classification of CR 16A as d efined in the Northwest Sector Plan.
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St. Johns County is part of the First Coast Metropolitan Planning Organization (FCMPO).
The five-year Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) published by the FCMPO does not
identify any funding for CR 16A. The TIP does identify funding for the widening of SR 16 to
four lanes from CR 16A to the International Golf Parkway. Funding for four-laning SR 16 is
available through the Durbin Creek Development of Regional Impact (DRI) and is identified
for the design, ROW, and construction in fiscal year (FY) 2005/2006.
CR 16A lies within the transportation impact area of the Ashford Mills, Silverleaf, Twin
Creeks, and Rivertown DRis; however, none of these DRis identify funding or
improvements by the developer to CR 16A.
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is conducting a Project Development and
Environmental (PD&E) study to analyze corridors for connecting Branan Field - Chaffee
Road (State Road 23) to the proposed 1-95/State Road 9B interchange. The proposed
corridor would cross the St. Johns River at either the Shands Bridge or slightly north of Popo
Point (see project website, http://www.sjrbridge.com /) . The alternative corridors brought
forward into the PD&E study include the purple, black, brown, and pink corridors. The
proposed brown corridor has a proposed interchange with CR 16A east of the CR 16A/CR
210 intersection and west of Trout Creek. The proposed pink corridor parallels CR 16A to
the south from east of CR 210 to east of Trout Creek, where a local access interchange would
be located (see Figure 1-2).
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