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Section 2 
 

Installing and Maintaining Traffic Barricades 
 

Purpose 
 
Installing traffic barricades on vehicular access ramps will spatially and temporally 
separate sea turtles and AIBM from vehicular activities. Impenetrable barricades 
drastically reduce unauthorized public vehicular access to the beach.    
 
Applicable ITP Condition - G.2.a. 
 

a. Installation, Maintenance, and Operation of Traffic Barricades.  “The 
Permittee shall maintain and/or enhance all existing traffic barricades on public 
beach access ramps to ensure they effectively exclude public vehicle traffic when 
closed.  The Permittee shall install and maintain additional traffic barricades at 
locations where vehicles have regularly accessed the beach illegally. The 
Permittee shall close the traffic barricades to limit public vehicle access as 
described in Conditions 11.G.1.b and c.” 

 
HCP Performance During 2009 
 
Implementation: During 2001 and 2002, St. Johns County Division of Beach 
Management installed impenetrable steel gates at all public vehicular access points 
excluding Surfside vehicular access ramp. In April of 2008, a steel gate was installed at 
Surfside access ramp (Object 2).  Bright orange signs were installed on the beachside of 
the steel gates (Object 3) providing a phone number to the Sheriff’s department to those 
locked on the beach after hours. 
 
 
Object 3.  
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Object 3.  
 

 
 
Due to a North Eastern storm that heavily affected access to the beaches the beach gates 
were locked and closed to vehicular traffic from May 18th to May 23rd.   
 
The following information was obtained from sea turtle patrol, Toll Booth operators, and 
Beach Maintenance staff regarding gates that were either vandalized or remained 
unlocked throughout the night:  
 
Table 3. Vandalized gates 

 
Gate Day Date Damage Reported By 
Crescent Sunday 5/10/2009 Lock Cut Turtle Patrol 
Comments: 5 vehicles observed on beach between Crescent and Fort Matanzas 
 Fort Matanzas Sunday 5/10/2009 Chain shimmied off gate Turtle Patrol 
Comments: Locks still intact at Fort Matanzas Ramp 
 Crescent Saturday 6/13/2009 Lock cut Turtle patrol 
Comments: No reports of vehicles on beach 
 Fort Matanzas Tuesday 8/11/2009 Chain broken Turtle patrol 
Comments: No reports of vehicles on beach 
 Fort Matanzas Friday 9/4/2009 Chain shimmied off gate Turtle patrol 
Comments: No reports of vehicles on beach 
 
In addition to the above mentioned reports, on July 6th the Sheriff’s department reported 
that vehicles were accessing the beach at night by maneuvering around a single pole 
located north of the vacant Surf Drive vehicular access ramp.  Surf Drive access ramp is 
located between Ocean Trace and Dondanville access ramps and is only accessed through 
a neighborhood.  The gate remains locked and is not used for regular access. A steel gate 
and lock had been installed but the vehicles were accessing around the gate and over the 
dunes.  To prevent this illegal access, Beach maintenance staff installed 4 wooden 
bollards on either side of the gate to prevent vehicles from illegally accessing the beach.  
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All other reports of gate damage are scheduled for repairs by Beach Maintenance Staff.   
 
Assessment:  During the 2009 nesting season a total of 5 reports were made regarding 
vandalism on County gates whereas in 2008 and 2007, there were, respectively, 8 and 12 
reports of vandalism documented regarding vehicular access gates.   
 
Program Improvements:  A North Beach Management Plan will be created to prevent 
illegal access on the beach that may include providing a monthly access code to North 
Beach permittees and placing a Do Not Enter sign at the entrance into the restricted area 
located north of the Vilano Beach Access Ramp. There are no other program 
improvements scheduled at this time. 


