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“The attention of the traveller, should be particularly tuned, in the 

first place, to the various works of Nature, to mark the distinctions of 

the climates he may explore, and to offer useful observations on the 

different productions as may occur.” 

— William Bartram



HC 1SCENIC HIGHWAY CHARACTER

Architectural Inspiration and Theme
The structures and details developed as part of this schematic design package 

are inspired by the rustic structures and “Cracker-style” vernacular (i.e. wood 

frame construction with a metal roof ) of the local rural landscape.  The structures 

reflect the simple detailing and utilitarian form of many of the farm and river 

structures found throughout the area, many of which are shown on this page.  

WHAT IS CRACKER ARCHITECTURE?
The term “Florida Cracker” originally described the historic Florida Cowboy 

known to drive cattle by cracking a long bullwhip.  Over time, the name 

encompassed the general population of rural Floridian settlers.  Cracker 

architecture refers to the dwellings and structures built by rural Floridians prior 

to the development of modern buildings that include HVAC systems.  Cracker 

houses typically were set off the ground, were well ventilated, and had deep-

shade porches.   

“ Today, Cracker refers to the unpretentious people and architecture found on 

farms and in rural communities still sprinkled throughout these peninsular and 

panhandle wetlands.” –  Ronald W. Haase, Classic Cracker
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Landscape Inspiration and Themes
The following plant list is a comprehensive list recommended 

for the William Bartram Scenic and Historic Highway corridor.  

It is largely inspired from the historic, native plant communities 

and ecosystems found within the area.  The scenic highway is 

located along what essentially is a ridge, or high point, within the 

Eastern Valley physiographic region in western St. Johns County.  

Generally, flatwoods and swamps occur within this region.  The 

natural vegetation includes slash pine (Pinus elliottii), longleaf pine 

(P. palustris), and saw palmetto (Serenoa repens) in the flatwoods 

and hardwoods and cypress in the swamps.  The flatwoods are 

dispersed with many poorly defined drainageways and depressional 

areas, which are flooded or ponded for long periods of time.  

In addition, the plant list includes a number of plants selected for 

their strong ties to southern gardens and the cultural landscape.  

These plants, such as camellias, roses, azaleas, and wisteria, are 

typically found in a more refined garden setting found within many 

of the large homesteads and plantations throughout the south.  This 

refined aesthetic requires a more intensive maintenance program, 

and therefore, should be used sparingly in high impact areas along 

the scenic highway.

Finally, a number of plants were selected because they are 

considered “Florida-friendly” and are excellent choices for specific 

areas requiring low-maintenance or hardy plants.  Please note that 

not every plant listed in this plant list is suitable for every location 

along the scenic highway, and it is the responsibility of the project 

landscape architect or designer to properly select the right plant 

for the right place.

Generally speaking, a natural appearance is the desired landscape 

aesthetic for the majority of the landscape within the corridor; a 

manicured, high-maintenance landscape, except for specific areas 

such as gardens, is not appropriate.  Plants should be selected so 

that maintenance is minimized:

•	 Select appropriately sized plants to avoid excessive pruning 

•	 Use low groundcovers in lieu of sod to reduce mowing 

requirements

•	 Use native plants appropriate for the existing soils to reduce 

fertilizer use

To reduce water consumption, the following recommendations 

should be considered during landscape design and installation:

•	 Use plants with high drought tolerance where possible

•	 Group plants according to water needs (hydrozoning)

•	 Minimize the use of lawn areas with high water requirements

In addition, best management practices should be implemented 

for irrigation design and installation, and the selected water source 

should minimize or eliminate potable water usage. 
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Adams Needle - Yucca filamentosa

Alligator Flag - Thalia geniculata

American Wisteria - Wisteria frutescens

Arrowhead - Sagittaria latifolia

Azalea spp.   

Beautyberry - Callicarpa americana

Blackeyed Susan - Rudbeckia hirta

Blazing Star - Liatris spp

Blue Porterweed - Stachytarpheta jamaicensis

Blueberry - Vaccinium spp.

Blueflag Iris - Iris virginica

Bougainvillea spp.

Boxwood - Buxus microphylla

Camellia - Camellia japonica

Carolina Jessamine - Gelsemium sempervirens 

Chickasaw Plum - Prunus augustifolia 

Confederate Jasmine - Trachelospermum jasminoides

Cordgrass - Spartina bakerii

Duck Potato - Sagittaria latifolia

Dwarf Huckleberry - Gaylussacia dumosa 

Elliot’s Lovegrass - Eragrostis elliottii

Fakahatchee Grass - Tripsacum dactyloides

Ferns spp.

Florida Tickseed - Coreopsis floridanum

Gallberry  - Ilex glabra

Goldenrod - Solidago chapmanii

Indian Hawthorn - Rhaphiolepis indica

Lion’s Ear - Lionitis nepetaefolia

Joe Pye Weed - Eupatorium fistulosum 

Meadow Beauty - Rhexia virginica

Muhly Grass - Muhlenbergia capillaris

Oakleaf Hydrangea - Hydrangea quercifolia

Passion Flower - Passiflora spp.  

Pickerel Weed - Pontederia cordata

Purple Coneflower - Echinacea purpurea

Purple Lovegrass - Eragrostis spectabilis

Roses - Rosaceae spp.

Sages - Salvia spp.         

Sandanqua Viburnum - Viburnum suspensum

Saw Palmetto - Serenoa repens

Schilling’s Dwarf Holly - Ilex vomitoria ‘Schilling’s Dwarf’

Soft Rush - Juncus effusus

Spatterdock - Nuphar luteum 

Spikerush - Eleocharis spp. 

Star Magnolia - Magnolia stellata 

Swamp Rose Mallow - Hibiscus grandiflora 

Sweet Viburnum - Viburnum odoratissimum 

Tea Olive - Osmanthus fragrans

Virginia Willow - Itea virginica

Walter’s Viburnum - Viburnum obovatum 

Waxmyrtle - Myrica cerifera

White Water Lily - Nymphea odorata 

White Yarrow - Achillea millefolium 

Wiregrass - Aristida stricta

Yaupon Holly - Ilex vomitoria

Yellow Canna - Canna flaccida

Yellow Coneflower - Echinacea paradoxa

American Elm - Ulmus americana

American Holly - Ilex opaca

Ash - Fraxinus spp.

Bald Cypress - Taxodium distichum

Black Gum - Nyssa sylvatica

Dahoon Holly - Ilex cassine

Dogwood - Cornus florida

Live Oak - Quercus virginiana

Loblolly Bay - Gordonia lasaianthus

Loblolly Pine - Pinus taeda

Mockernut Hickory - Carya tomentosa

Pignut Hickory - Carya glabra

Red Bud - Cercis canadensis

Sabal Palm - Sabal palmetto 

Saucer Magnolia - Magnolia x Soulangeana

Slash Pine - Pinus elliottii

Southern Magnolia - Magnolia grandiflora

Swamp Chestnut Oak - Quercus michauxii

Sweet Bay - Magnolia virginiana

Sweet Gum - Liquidambar styraciflua

Sycamore - Platanus occidentalis

Tulip Poplar - Liriodendron tulipifera

Turkey Oak - Quercus laevis

Water Oak - Quercus nigra

Wax Myrtle - Myrica cerifera

TREES

UNDERSTORY

OVERALL PLANT LIST

9 5 1010

9 11 1112

9 9 910

11

1111

89

119

99

99

1111

119

911

911

911

99

611

118

98

911

11

11

10

11

9

9

11

8

9

6

11

3

9

9

9

8

11

9

11

8

10

11

11

9

11

11

12

9

9

11

11 911

11 109

11 1010

8 99

5 9 1011

3 89

10

99

55

97

55

58

99

97

39

77

69

75

55

63

75

59

10

9

9

9

5

8

9

5

6

5

9

4

5

4

5

9

7

6

5

9

9

9

5

9

9

11

5

8

10

10 510

9 96

9 99

3 5

4 3 99

5

9

75

34

45

44

45

26

25

8

65

36

54

33

5

63

5

9

5

5

5

4

7

5

3

5

3

6

2

4

8

5

5

3

5

6

8

4

6

2

9

4

7

9

9 39

5 43

86

36

3

63

1

21

3

7

5

1

5

3

8

2

1

5

2

3

6

4

3

4

5

6

5

8

5

8

6

35

3

5

5

1

3

3

3

3

3

Vines
Grasses
Evergreen

Aquatic or Water Tolerant
Flowering
Attracts Birds

Attracts Butterflies
Culturally Significant
Native

Fall Color or Winter Interest
Drought Tolerant
Poisonous Parts

1 4 7 10

2 5 8 11

3 6 9 12





Scenic Conservation Plan 
Scenic conservation and the preservation and improvement of visual quality is 

paramount to any scenic highway, and the William Bartram Scenic and Historic Highway 

is no exception.  The following subsection provides a preliminary baseline visual quality 

assessment as well as some general recommendations to improve visual quality.  In the 

future, the preliminary visual quality assessment will be finalized, and it is anticipated 

that this will be used to help guide future decisions that positively or negatively affect 

visual quality.
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Preliminary Visual Quality Analysis
As the landscape of the corridor evolves, it is important to establish a baseline for scenic quality so that critical scenic 

viewsheds can be protected and preserved and impacted viewsheds can be improved and enhanced.  For this corridor 

master plan, a preliminary visual quality analysis was conducted using a qualitative analysis where a ranking of five was 

given for high scenic quality and a ranking of one was given for low scenic quality.  The evaluation ranking was made for 

every three tenths of a mile as experienced from a car and considered such elements as the amount of tree canopy over 

the roadway, presence of scenic vistas, lack of visual clutter, and the cohesiveness of visual landscape.  Also, it is important 

to note that the score given was based on scenic quality relative to the corridor and the surrounding area.  

The corridor was evaluated by both the driver and the passenger and was evaluated traveling in both directions.  These 

four scores (two evaluators’ scores in both directions) were then averaged to provide an aggregate score for each segment.  

Areas with a score of 3.75 or higher are considered critical scenic viewsheds and steps should be taken to protect and 

preserve the viewshed in these areas.  Areas with a score of 2.25 or lower are considered impacted viewshed and efforts 

to improve scenic quality should be focused there first.  This is only a preliminary analysis of the visual quality of the 

corridor.  Future work and public involvement will be performed related to visual quality prior to the final master plan being 

adopted. 
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Preliminary Assessment Map
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Detailed Vieshed Analysis
In Landscape Aesthetics - A Handbook of Scenery 

Management, the U.S. Forest Service defines landscape 

character as “particular attributes, qualities, and traits of 

a landscape that give it an image and make it identifiable 

or unique.”  One of the primary concerns of the CMC 

is to preserve the quality of the scenic highway, and  

deviations to the highway’s landscape character can have 

a negative effect by decreasing scenic attractiveness, 

scenic integrity, interest in the scenery, or the ability to 

tell the corridor story.  Therefore, the detailed viewshed 

analyis was developed, as a follow-up to the preliminary 

analysis, to identify the areas along the scenic highway 

that are sensitive to deviations in the landscape character.  

The following viewshed analysis is:

•	 A	 methodology	 to	 analyze	 the	 scenic	 highway	

and identify sensitive viewsheds.

•	 A	snapshot	in	time	based	on	the	characteristics	

of the viewsheds at the time they were analyzed.

•	 A	tool	to	help	guide	decision	making	along	the	

highway.

To begin the process, a literature review was performed 

to document previous methodologies used to assess and 

determine visual quality and identify sensitive viewsheds.  

The following three documents were used as the basis for 

the William Bartram methodology: 

• Landscape Aesthetics – A Handbook for Scenery 

Management,  USDA, Forest Service, Agriculture 

Handbook Number 701, December 1995

•	Views from the Road – A Community Guide 

for Assessing Rural Historic Landscapes,  Copps, 

David H. ,  Island Press, 1995.

•	Visual Impact Assessment for Highway Projects, 

U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal 

Highway Administration, Office of Environmental 

Policy, Publication No. FHWA-HI-88-054 

The above documents were reviewed in detail to find 

commonalities and to determine their applicability for 

the William Bartram viewshed analysis.  Based on the 

document review, four primary factors were established 

for the methodology that influence the sensitivitzy of a 

viewshed to deviations from the landscape character: 

•	Scenic	Quality:	The	inherent	quality	of	a	scene	or	

viewscape from a point along the roadway.

•	Visibility	 (Opacity):	The	ability	of	 the	 landscape	

to buffer the deviation from the roadway.

•	Distance	 (Degree	 of	 Discernable	 Detail):	 The	

distance to the deviation from the roadway affects 

its influence on the viewshed.  

•	Frequency	 (Duration	 of	 View):	 The	 duration	 of	

view, i.e., how long you see the deviation, affects 

its influence on the viewshed.

Each of the above factors was analyzed in detail and they 

were oombined using a GIS model in order to create a 

composite viewshed analysis map.  A detailed account 

of the viewshed analysis process and methodology can 

be found in the Viewshed Analysis planning document 

prepared for the CMC and St. Johns County.

The viewshed analysis map consists of five sensitivity 

categories; Category Five is most sensitive, and  Category 

One is least sensitive.  A review of the map based on existing 

deviations suggests that visible deviations located within 

Categories Five and Four can have significant impact on 

landscape character.  Deviations within Category Three 

may be visible and could impact landscape character, but 

their impact should be significantly less.  For Category 

Two, The likelihood of a deviation being visible is low, 

and if visible, its impact should be low as well.  Deviations 

in Category One should have virtually no impact.  
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Composite Viewshed Analysis Map
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In order to improve scenic quality within the corridor, the 

following recommendations are provided:

Recommendation 1: 

Decrease visual clutter by reducing the number of signs, 

developing a set of signage standards for development, 

minimizing the variety of fencing materials, and avoiding 

redundant fencing.

Recommendation 2: 

Protect existing vegetation particularly historic canopy 

live oak trees.

Recommendation 3: 

Preserve and enhance existing river vistas along 

roadway.

Recommendation 4: 

Encourage scenic buffers for new developments along 

scenic highway.

Recommendation 5: 

Preserve agriculture and scenic vistas along the scenic 

highway through voluntary partnerships such as scenic 

conservation easements.

Recommendation 6: 

Encourage a contextual aesthetic for future architecture 

and landscape improvements along the scenic highway 

that complement the ideas outlined in the master plan.

Recommendation 7: 

Reduce trash and debris along roadway through volunteer 

efforts.

Recommendation 8: 

Implement roadside landscape programs for wildflower 

and tree plantings.

Recommendation 9: 

Minimize visual impact of utilities through proper location 

and screening.

Recommendation 10: 

Work with FDOT to select an acceptable substitution 

that meets required standards for typical metal 

guardrails found along the corridor.  Potential acceptable 

substitutions may be a steel-backed timber guardrail or 

cortin metal guardrail. 

NEXT STEPS
While the master plan outlines a general architectural 

character for the byway, an architectural pattern book 

would be a beneficial tool to encourage development 

that aesthetically blends into the context of the scenic 

highway.

Before - Redundant fencing along SR-13 near Fruit Cove

After - Sketch showing the elimination of redundant fencing and increased landscaping to improve visual quality

Scenic Quality Recommendations


